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It has been recently conjectured that the state-independency of quantum contextuality may be
lost when the indistinguishability of identical particles is taken into account. Here, we show that
quantum state-independent contextuality exists for any system of more than one identical bosonic
qudits, and for most systems of fermionic qudits. The only exception is the case of d fermionic qudits,
since there the dimension of the antisymmetric subspace is 1, which is insufficient for contextuality.
For all the other cases, either the symmetry precludes the existence of physical states, or we provide
an explicit method to produce quantum state-independent contextual correlations.
PACS numbers: 03.65.Ud, 42.50.Xa
I. INTRODUCTION
All photons are identical in their properties; the same
is true of all electrons, all kaons, etc. Particle indistin-
guishability has important consequences (e.g., it is be-
hind lasers, Bose-Einstein condensation, and supercon-
ductivity) and leads to extra postulates in nonrelativis-
tic quantum mechanics (QM). The fact that two physical
situations that differ only by the permutation of iden-
tical particles do not have any observable difference is
called the principle of indistinguishability [1], although
it merely defines what we mean by “identical” particles.
A consequence is that any prediction of QM must be in-
variant under permutation of identical particles. This
leads to a superselection rule prohibiting interference be-
tween states of different permutation symmetry. In ad-
dition to that, if one keeps the usual QM formulation,
relating pure states to one-dimensional projectors (also
called rays), there are only two one-dimensional repre-
sentations of the permutation group [2]; the only physical
states for identical particles whose spin is integer, called
bosons (half-odd integer, called fermions) are the sym-
metric (antisymmetric) states. Symmetric (antisymmet-
ric) states are those invariant (multiplied by −1) under
any two-particle interchange [3].
While there are many works investigating entangle-
ment and nonlocality for identical particles [4–12], little
is known about how particle indistinguishability and the
symmetrization postulate affect quantum contextuality
[13] and state-independent quantum contextuality.
The hypothesis that compatible measurements reveal
results that are independent of the choice of which other
compatible measurements are jointly performed is incon-
sistent with QM [14–16]. This is what is meant by quan-
tum contextuality. Consequently, contextual correlations
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can be obtained by measuring suitably chosen sets of ob-
servables on a system prepared in a suitably chosen quan-
tum state. A well-known example of quantum contex-
tuality is given by quantum nonlocality, when quantum
correlations violate some Bell inequality [17]. Contex-
tual correlations, however, can also be observed on any
physical system (not necessarily composite) described in
QM by a Hilbert space of dimension 3 or higher. The
importance of having a minimum of three dimensions is
explained by the fact that in lower dimensions any ob-
servable does not belong to more than one context (i.e., a
set of compatible observables), so noncontextuality does
not impose any restriction, and the notion of contextu-
ality is meaningless. For example, for two-dimensional
Hilbert space, a nontrivial observable O induces a com-
plete splitting of this space as an orthogonal direct sum
of two irreducible subspaces, implying that all other ob-
servables compatible with this given one are also mutu-
ally compatible and all contexts for the observable O are
equivalent.
A notable property of quantum contextuality is that
the same set of observables can produce contextual cor-
relations for any initial quantum state of the system [18].
These correlations are called state-independent contex-
tual (SIC) correlations and have been observed in ex-
periments with ions [19] and photons [20, 21]. There is
a method [22] for producing SIC correlations from any
Kochen-Specker (KS) set of yes-no tests [16]. Since ex-
plicit KS sets exist for any quantum system with state
space of dimension 3 or higher [23, 24], this implies that
SIC correlations can be produced for any of these physical
systems. The situation does not change by the observa-
tion that there are sets of yes-no tests, which are not KS
sets but can be used to produce SIC correlations [25, 26],
since the necessary and sufficient condition for SIC cor-
relations [27] still requires the quantum systems to have
at least dimension 3.
In this article, we address the problem of whether
SIC correlations can be obtained for physical systems
of indistinguishable particles. Recently, Srikanth and
2Gangopadhyay [28] have speculated that the state-
independency of quantum contextuality might be lost in
this case. Their argument is based of the impossibility of
symmetrizing a specific proof of state-independent con-
textuality for a two-qubit system. The aim of this paper
is to show that SIC correlations can be produced with any
number (n ≥ 2) of identical bosonic and most numbers
of fermionic qudits, and to provide an explicit method
for producing SIC correlations in all these cases.
II. PROOF THAT SIC CORRELATIONS EXIST
FOR MOST SCENARIOS
Our physical systems consist of n identical fermions
(bosons), each of them having d levels, when consid-
ered isolated. This d counts all physical degrees of free-
dom (including the spin levels), otherwise we cannot
deal with the symmetrization postulate. A two-ququart
fermionic system could be, for example, a system of two
spin- 1
2
particles, each of them with access to two spa-
tial modes. Notice, however, that, with this definition,
n-qudit fermionic systems do not exist for odd d, since
fermions cannot be spinless, and its spin-state space has
even dimension. We shall continue the general argument,
however, under the assumption that one can, at least in
principle, take a fermionic system with two degrees of
freedom (e.g., spin and d available spatial modes) and
impose a symmetric state of spin, implying an antisym-
metric d-dimensional effective state space [9]. However, a
two-qubit fermionic system could be two spin- 1
2
particles
with no extra degrees of freedom (e.g., a doubly occupied
quantum dot). For bosons no restriction applies, since we
can simply assume that the spin is zero.
Given a Hilbert space H =⊗ni=1Hd, representing the
complete state space of a system of n distinguishable qu-
dits, we denote by S and A the totally symmetric and
antisymmetric subspaces of H, respectively. S and A are
mutually orthogonal subspaces and each of them is itself
a Hilbert space. The key point for having SIC corre-
lations in identical particles is that each physical space
has to have, at least, dimension 3. While the dimension
of H is dn, for the totally symmetric and antisymmetric
subspaces we have,
dim(S) =
((
d
n
))
:=
(
d+ n− 1
n
)
, (1a)
dim(A) =
(
d
n
)
, (1b)
the well-known numbers of n combinations of d symbols,
allowing for repetitions or not, respectively [29]. If, for
a given system, one of these dimensions is 0, this means
that there are no physical states. If it is 3 or greater,
then the method described below allows us to obtain SIC
correlations. The only physical scenario where SIC corre-
lations are not possible is when one of these dimensions is
1 or 2. A simple inspection shows 2 never happens, while
1 only occurs for systems of d fermionic qudits (remem-
ber the restrictions already discussed when considering
d identical fermionic qudits), i.e., the only physical ex-
ception is the generalization to d qudits of the two-qubit
singlet.
III. METHOD
A method for revealing SIC correlations using a
bosonic (fermionic) system has three steps: (i) Choose
an orthogonal basis B of S (A). (ii) Choose a KS set
in dimension dim(S) [dim(A)] and rewrite it in terms of
B: this produces a KS set in S (A) containing only sym-
metric (antisymmetric) rank-one projectors. (iii) The fi-
nal step consists in applying the method in Ref. [22] to,
given a KS set, construct a noncontextuality inequality
(i.e., satisfied by any theory that assumes that results
of tests are independent on whether or not other com-
patible tests are performed) violated by any state in this
space. In this case, a state-independent noncontextual-
ity inequality violated by any symmetric (antisymmetric)
quantum state, i.e., revealing SIC correlations in bosonic
(fermionic) systems.
We illustrate steps (i) and (ii) with two examples. Af-
ter that, step (iii) is a direct application of the result in
Ref. [22], which we make explicit here only in the second
example.
Consider two bosonic qutrits. In this case, Eq. (1a) in-
dicates that dim(S) = 6. An orthonormal basis of com-
pletely symmetric states is the following one (in obvious
notation):
∣∣0ˆ〉 = |++〉 , (2a)
∣∣1ˆ〉 = 1√
2
(|+0〉+ |0+〉) , (2b)
∣∣2ˆ〉 = 1√
6
(|+−〉+ 2 |00〉+ |−+〉) , (2c)
∣∣3ˆ〉 = 1√
2
(|0−〉+ |−0〉) , (2d)
∣∣4ˆ〉 = |−−〉 , (2e)
∣∣5ˆ〉 = 1√
3
(|+−〉− |00〉+ |−+〉) . (2f)
Using this basis and results in Ref. [24], we can construct
a KS set in dimension 6, containing only rank-one
projectors onto the following 31 symmetric vectors:
S6 := {(a, 0, 0), (0, 0, a) : a ∈ S4} ∪ {(0, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0),
(1, 0,−1, 0, 0, 0), (1, 1, 1, 1, 0, 0)} − {(0, 0, 1, 0, 0, 0),
(0, 0, 0, 1, 0, 0), (1, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0), (0, 0, 1,−1, 0, 0),
(1,−1,−1, 1, 0, 0), (0, 1, 0, 1, 0, 0)}, where S4 is the
following KS set in dimension 4 [30]: S4 := {(1, 0, 0, 0),
(0, 0, 1, 0), (0, 0, 0, 1), (1, 1, 0, 0), (0, 1, 1, 0), (0, 0, 1, 1),
(1,−1, 0, 0), (0, 1,−1, 0), (1, 0, 1, 0), (0, 1, 0, 1),
(0, 1, 0,−1), (1, 0, 0, 1), (1,−1, 1,−1), (1, 1,−1,−1),
(1,−1,−1, 1), (1, 1, 1,−1), (1, 1,−1, 1), (−1, 1, 1, 1)}.
3In the case of two fermionic qutrits, Eq. (1b) indicates
that dim(A) = 3. A basis of completely antisymmetric
states is the following one:
∣∣0˜〉 = 1√
2
(|+0〉 − |0+〉) , (3a)
∣∣1˜〉 = 1√
2
(|+−〉 − |−+〉) , (3b)
∣∣2˜〉 = 1√
2
(|0−〉 − |−0〉) . (3c)
Using this basis and results in Ref. [31], we can construct
a KS set in dimension 3, containing only rank-one projec-
tors onto the following 31 antisymmetric vectors A3 :=
{P (0, 0, 1), P (0, 1, 1), P (0, 1,−1), P (0, 1, 2), P (0, 1,−2),
(1, 1, 1), P (1, 1,−1), P (1, 1, 2), P (1, 1,−2), P (1,−1, 2)}−
{(2, 1, 1), (2, 1, 0), (2, 1,−1), (−1, 2, 1), (1,−2, 0), (1,−2, 1)},
where P (a, b, c) is the set of all vectors with components
a, b, c, and representing different directions. For step
(iii), it is important to recognize that these 31 vectors
include 17 triorthogonal frames (see the Appendix),
which implies [22] the noncontextuality inequality
β(3, 17) ≤ 15, (4a)
where
β(3, 17) =
17∑
j=1
〈
Bj
〉
, (4b)
Bj = −
(
1 +Aj1A
j
2 +A
j
2A
j
3 +A
j
3A
j
1 +A
j
1A
j
2A
j
3
)
, (4c)
and each Aji is considered as a noncontextual random
variable assuming the values ±1, in the sense that when
the same random variable belongs to more than one con-
text, it must be assigned the same value. The contradic-
tion with quantum mechanics is obtained when we make
A
j
i = I− 2
∣∣∣vji
〉〈
v
j
i
∣∣∣ and we promptly verify that
βQM = 17, (5)
irrespectively of the quantum state considered.
IV. CONCLUSIONS
We show here that it is not true that particle indistin-
guishability flaws state-independent contextuality. In-
deed, for n qudits we have the following situation: for
n ≥ 2 bosonic qudits, d ≥ 2, the symmetric subspace S
has dimension
((
n
d
)) ≥ 3 and one can always find a KS
set of vectors suitable for generating a noncontextuality
inequality violated by any physical state.
The fermionic case is richer. First of all, if we con-
sider the qudit as the complete description of an isolated
fermion, we need d to be even. But even if we consid-
ered effective spaces with fermionic symmetry, since the
antisymmetric subspace A has dimension (n
d
)
, one would
need n ≥ d for the fermionic subspace to exist. For SIC
to exist with n fermionic qudits (d ≥ 2), it is sufficient
to have n > d.
The distinctive characteristic of nonlocality among
other forms of contextuality is the requirement that par-
ticles are spacelike separated. If we remove this re-
quirement, we end up with general contextuality. Here,
we have taken a further step and addressed the prob-
lem of what happens when we also remove the assump-
tion of particle distinguishability. To a certain extent,
this means investigating quantum contextuality in the
extreme opposite to where it is better understood and
tested (namely, nonlocal scenarios). The result in this
work shows that quantum contextuality, in its more pow-
erful version, remains, and that, consequently, there is
an interesting road for experimental research at a funda-
mental level: the design and performance of experiments
where quantum contextuality can be checked for iden-
tical indistinguishable particles, and in which both the
state preparation and measurements are done in a regime
where it is impossible to label the particles.
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4Appendix A
We label the 17 triorthogonal frames obtained from the
31 vectors of KS proof in Ref. [31] as
(
v11 , v
1
2 , v
1
3
)
= ((1, 0, 0) , (0, 1, 0) , (0, 0, 1)) , (A1a)(
v21 , v
2
2 , v
2
3
)
= ((1, 0, 0) , (0, 1, 1) , (0, 1,−1)) , (A1b)(
v31 , v
3
2 , v
3
3
)
= ((1, 0, 1) , (0, 1, 0) , (−1, 0, 1)) , (A1c)(
v41 , v
4
2 , v
4
3
)
= ((1, 1, 0) , (1,−1, 0) , (0, 0, 1)) , (A1d)(
v51 , v
5
2 , v
5
3
)
= ((1, 0, 0) , (0, 1, 2) , (0,−2, 1)) , (A1e)(
v61 , v
6
2 , v
6
3
)
= ((1, 0, 0) , (0, 1,−2) , (0, 2, 1)) , (A1f)(
v71 , v
7
2 , v
7
3
)
= ((1, 0, 2) , (0, 1, 0) , (−2, 0, 1)) , (A1g)(
v81 , v
8
2 , v
8
3
)
= ((1, 0,−2) , (0, 1, 0) , (2, 0, 1)) , (A1h)(
v91 , v
9
2 , v
9
3
)
= ((1, 2, 0) , (−2, 1, 0) , (0, 0, 1)) , (A1i)(
v101 , v
10
2 , v
10
3
)
= ((1, 1, 1) , (1,−1, 0) , (1, 1,−2)) , (A1j)(
v111 , v
11
2 , v
11
3
)
= ((1, 1, 1) , (0, 1,−1) , (−2, 1, 1)) , (A1k)(
v121 , v
12
2 , v
12
3
)
= ((1, 1,−1) , (0, 1, 1) , (2,−1, 1)) , (A1l)(
v131 , v
13
2 , v
13
3
)
= ((1,−1, 1) , (1, 1, 0) , (−1, 1, 2)) ,
(A1m)(
v141 , v
14
2 , v
14
3
)
= ((−1, 1, 1) , (1, 0, 1) , (1, 2,−1)) , (A1n)(
v151 , v
15
2 , v
15
3
)
= ((−1, 1, 1) , (1, 1, 0) , (1,−1, 2)) , (A1o)(
v161 , v
16
2 , v
16
3
)
= ((1, 1,−1) , (1,−1, 0) , (1, 1, 2)) , (A1p)(
v171 , v
17
2 , v
17
3
)
= ((1,−1, 1) , (−1, 0, 1) , (1, 2, 1)) . (A1q)
It is essential to note the multiple labeling of the vectors;
e.g., v11 = v
2
1 = v
5
1 = v
6
1 , as well as v
2
3 = v
11
2 , and so
on, which demands that A11 = A
2
1 = A
5
1 = A
6
1, as well
as A23 = A
11
2 , and so on (this is the noncontextuality hy-
pothesis). It is also essential that this set of vectors gives
a KS proof, in the sense that it is impossible to make a
noncontextual assignation of values ±1 to the variables
A
j
i also obeying that, in each context, one and only one
of the variables receives the value −1 [and this is clearly
the condition for each Bj be maximal; see Eq. (4c)]. This
makes the noncontextual bound to be two units less than
the algebraic bound, obtained by the independent max-
imization of each Bj . Finally, in our case one must re-
member that these vectors are all written with respect
to the basis
{∣∣0˜〉 , ∣∣1˜〉 , ∣∣2˜〉} of Eqs. (3), which makes the
quantum operators to be
A11 = A
2
1 = A
5
1 = A
6
1 =I− 2
∣∣0˜〉 〈0˜∣∣ , (A2a)
A12 = A
3
2 = A
7
2 = A
8
2 =I− 2
∣∣1˜〉 〈1˜∣∣ , (A2b)
A13 = A
4
3 = A
9
3 =I− 2
∣∣2˜〉 〈2˜∣∣ , (A2c)
and so on.
[1] A.M.L. Messiah and O.W. Greenberg, Phys. Rev. 136,
B 248 (1964).
[2] O.W. Greenberg, in Compendium of Quantum Physics,
edited by D. Greenberger, K. Hentschel, and F. Weinert
(Springer, Berlin, 2009), p. 255.
[3] R.F. Streater and A.S. Wightman, PCT, Spin and Statis-
tics, and All That (Princeton University Press, Prince-
ton, NJ, 2000).
[4] J. Schliemann, J.I. Cirac, M. Kus´, M. Lewenstein, and
D. Loss, Phys. Rev. A 64, 022303 (2001).
[5] K. Eckert, J. Schliemann, D. Bruß, and M. Lewenstein,
Ann. Phys. (N.Y.) 299, 88 (2002).
[6] H.M. Wiseman and J.A. Vaccaro, Phys. Rev. Lett. 91,
097902 (2003).
[7] N. Schuch, F. Verstraete, and J.I. Cirac, Phys. Rev. Lett.
92, 087904 (2004).
[8] G.-C. Ghirardi and L. Marinatto, Phys. Rev. A 70,
012109 (2004).
[9] D. Cavalcanti, M. Franc¸a Santos, M.O. Terra Cunha, C.
Lunkes, and V. Vedral, Phys. Rev. A 72, 062307 (2005).
[10] D. Cavalcanti, L.M. Malard, F.M. Matinaga, M.O. Terra
Cunha, and M. Franc¸a Santos, Phys. Rev. B 76, 113304
(2007).
[11] L. Amico, R. Fazio, A. Osterloh, and V. Vedral, Rev.
Mod. Phys. 80, 517 (2008).
[12] M.C. Tichy, F. Mintert, and A. Buchleitner, J. Phys. B
44, 192001 (2011).
[13] F. Benatti, R. Floreanini, M. Genovese, and S. Olivares,
Phys. Rev. A 84, 034102 (2011).
[14] E.P. Specker, Dialectica 14, 239 (1960).
[15] J.S. Bell, Rev. Mod. Phys. 38, 447 (1966).
[16] S. Kochen and E.P. Specker, J. Math. Mech. 17, 59
(1967).
[17] J.S. Bell, Physics 1, 195 (1964).
[18] A. Cabello, Phys. Rev. Lett. 101, 210401 (2008).
[19] G. Kirchmair, F. Za¨hringer, R. Gerritsma, M. Klein-
mann, O. Gu¨hne, A. Cabello, R. Blatt, and C.F. Roos,
Nature (London) 460, 494 (2009).
[20] E. Amselem, M. R˚admark, M. Bourennane, and A. Ca-
bello, Phys. Rev. Lett. 103, 160405 (2009).
[21] V. D’Ambrosio, I. Herbauts, E. Amselem, E. Nagali, M.
Bourennane, F. Sciarrino, and A. Cabello, Phys. Rev. X
3, 011012 (2013).
[22] P. Badzia¸g, I. Bengtsson, A. Cabello, and I. Pitowsky,
Phys. Rev. Lett. 103, 050401 (2009).
[23] A. Cabello and G. Garc´ıa-Alcaine, J. Phys. A 29, 1025
(1996).
[24] A. Cabello, J.M. Estebaranz, and G. Garc´ıa-Alcaine,
Phys. Lett. A 339, 425 (2005).
[25] S. Yu and C.H. Oh, Phys. Rev. Lett. 108, 030402 (2012).
[26] I. Bengtsson, K. Blanchfield, and A. Cabello,
Phys. Lett. A 376, 374 (2012).
[27] A. Cabello, arXiv:1112.5149.
[28] R. Srikanth and D. Gangopadhyay, unpublished.
5[29] I. Jexa, E. Andersson, and A. Chefles, J. Mod. Opt. 51,
505 (2004).
[30] A. Cabello, J.M. Estebaranz, and G. Garc´ıa-Alcaine,
Phys. Lett. A 212, 183 (1996).
[31] A. Peres, Quantum Theory: Concepts and Methods
(Kluwer, Dordrecht, 1995).
